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               What is ATP?

● An academically gifted class, housed at Bella Vista 
for qualifying fourth and fifth grade students
○ Gifted students with unique needs
○ Students with similar abilities and interests

● A place for students who thrive in a challenging 
environment 

● A special needs program (similar to special 
education programs) for students who regularly 
demonstrate need and desire for a different 
learning setting



● Student who is internally driven to be 
academically challenged.

● Student who possesses an interest in rigorous 
problem-solving, a keen power of abstraction, 
and developed critical thinking skills. 

● Student who may demonstrate a need to be 
with like-minded students.

            Who is ATP for?



        What ATP is NOT...

● Not a pathway to selective colleges
● Not a gateway to advanced or Honors/AP classes - 

academically strong students are in courses 
regardless of ATP or GATE

● Not a class where additional homework is 
assigned

● Not skipping a grade
● CoGAT is one multiple measure 



● Disrupting current social connections and 
friendships at school could be challenging.

● Returning back to home school (for middle school 
or high school) could be difficult transition.

● Providing other outlets for creativity, interests, 
and skill-building may better meet needs.

● Being in high-rigor environment can be very 
challenging and some students might struggle.

● Parents need to focus on their child’s unique 
needs without comparing with other children.

Potential Challenges and Lessons Learned, as 
Told by Former ATP Students and Parents 



● New social connections and friendships are made with 
like-minded students. 

● Student find peers with similar intellectual pursuits.
● Renewed interest in school due to being challenged 

academically.
● Shared enthusiasm in learning and pursuing academic 

rigor.
● Opportunities to pursue academic interests in depth.
● Creative interests explored in depth have often times 

become a focused area of interest throughout middle 
school, high school, and beyond. 
 

Potential Advantages and Lessons Learned, 
as Told by Former ATP Students and Parents 



        Selection Criteria

● CogAT Score used only for initial eligibility

● We will only use measures collected during the 
assessment day
○ Writing sample 
○ English Language Arts task
○ Math task

● Gifted Traits Survey



Characteristics of the ATP 
Classroom

• Grade level California Standards underlie 
instruction

• Focus on the SRVUSD Strategic Directions

• Differentiated within curriculum



     Differentiated Curriculum

• Acceleration

• Depth

• Complexity

• Novelty



           Language Arts

• Literature and informational text 

•Writing types: narrative, opinion, 
informative

•Word Work/Grammar- emphasis on 
expansion and correct usage in writing 

• Cross curricular research



            Mathematics

• Compacting as needed

• Hands-on equations

• In-depth enrichment

• Problem solving, logic/reasoning



          Social Studies

• Curriculum extension

• Greater depth/breadth of study

• Independent investigation of topics

• Concepts developed in a more complex 
manner





























photos



● Consider carefully if ATP would be a 
good fit for your child - include your 
child in the decision-making process.

● If moving forward, complete interest 
form by
Friday, December 15th.

● Interest form will be emailed to you 
this evening.  

    

     Next Steps - November 2023



         Important Dates  
• November 27 - Interest Forms Sent to Parents

• December 15 - Interest Forms Due

• January 20 -    Multiple Measures Testing
 * Charlotte Wood Middle School
 * 8:00am - 10:00am

• January 30 -    Parent Notifications Emailed

• February 6th -  Commitments Due


